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FR EQU ENTLY A S K ED QU E S TI O NS 

Tandem and Quad Residential Circuit Breakers
Save space and increase number of circuits
with Tandems and Quads 

Find in this document, the answer to 
the most common questions related 
to Tandem and Quad circuit breakers

1. Do the wing stabs interfere with the installation 
of tandem and quad breakers?

a.	No, tandem and quad circuit breakers can be 
installed in any breaker position “on a single 
phase PowerMark load center.”

2. What’s the advantage of using tandem or quad 
breakers over installing a subpanel?

a.	Tandem and quad breakers are a more space-effi-
cient solution for adding circuits compared to in-
stalling a subpanel, which requires more physical 
space and additional wiring. 

3. Can tandem and quad circuit breakers be installed 
in both existing PowerMark Gold and new Power-
Mark PRO load centers?

a.	Yes, tandem and quad circuit breakers can be in-
stalled in any new or existing PowerMark load 
center, with or without wing stabs.

4. Can I replace a standard breaker with a tandem or 
quad breaker?

a.	In most cases, yes if the panel allows for it. 

5. What are the limitations of using tandem or quad 
breakers?

a.	The primary limitation is that you can’t exceed 
the panel’s maximum load capacity. You should 
also avoid overloading circuits. Additionally, some 
circuits, such as GFCI’s and DFCI’s for kitchen ap-
pliances and bathrooms have specific code re-
quirements that limit the use of tandem and quad 
breakers. 

6. For quad breakers, can the outer single poles be in 
the middle and vice versa?

a.	You are not able to have two single poles in the 
middle and two-poles on the side. The quad cir-
cuit breakers come as two single pole breakers on 
the outside and a singular two-poles breaker in 
the center. 

7. Can the breakers be connected at the toggle, so if 
one trips the others trip with it?

a.	No, the handle tie will provide common switching 
but no common trip.
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We reserve the right to make technical 
changes or modify the contents of this 
document without prior notice. With regard 
to purchase orders, the agreed particulars 
shall prevail. ABB Inc. does not accept any 
responsibility whatsoever for potential 
errors or possible lack of information in this 
document.

We reserve all rights in this document and in 
the subject matter and illustrations 
contained therein. Any reproduction, 
disclosure to third parties or utilization of 
its contents – in whole or in parts – is 
forbidden without prior written consent of 
ABB Inc. © 2023 ABB
All rights reserved

—
ABB Inc.
305 Gregson Drive
Cary, NC
United States

8. What are the catalog numbers?
a.	Tandems

•	 THQLT1515
•	 THQLT2020
•	 THQLT1520

b.	Quads
•	 THQLQ151515
•	 THQLQ152015
•	 THQLQ153015
•	 THQLQ154015
•	 THQLQ201520
•	 THQLQ202020
•	 THQLQ203020
•	 THQLQ204020
•	 	THQLQ203015

9. What do I need to know about Tandem and Quad 
breakers? 
Electrical contractors receive multiple benefits when 
installing Tandem and Quad circuit breakers, such as:

	- 	Space-saving solution which allows for an ex-
panded number of circuits 

	- 	Easy installation and compatibility with all new 
and existing single phase PowerMark load centers  

	- 	Flexibility in adding new circuits or upgrading ex-
isting ones without load center replacement 

	- Durable construction for long-lasting perfor-
mance and reliability

	- Mounts in any breaker position, with or without 
wing stabs 

To learn more about our residential offering visit: 
https://electrification.us.abb.com /residential

Scan QR code or contact your 
local ABB representative for 
additional information.


